
LEAN ON ME - BILL WITHERS

SLOWISH, SOULFUL R&B
KEY: D

                          (SEE NOTE** AT BOTTOM OF PG. 2)
8 BAR INTRO:  D  D Em F#m G    (G) G F#m Em D      (D) D Em F#m     F#m/A  A9 
                          //                             //                                //                          //          //

D  D Em F#m G    (G) G F#m Em D      (D) D Em F#m     A7   D
//                             //                                //                          //     //

                     
D                           G                         D                         F#m/A  A9            
Sometimes in our lives, we all have pain we all have  sor-     row

D                  G                              D                          A7  D
But if we are wise, we know that there’s, always to-mor-row

(D)         D                                G                                  D                            F#m/A   A9                         
Lean on me,  when you’re not strong, and I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you  car-   ry on

D                      G                           D                           A7   D
For, it won’t be long till I’m gonna need somebody to lean on

(D)                              G                    D                             F#m/A  A9        
Please, swallow your pride if I have things, you need to bor-     row

D                       G                        D                               A7   D
For, no one can fill those of your needs that you won’t let   show

BREAKDOWN
N.C. (D)
You just call on me brother, when you need a hand

We all need somebody to lean on

I just might have a problem that you’ll understand

                                         A9    D
We all need somebody to lean on



(D)         D                                G                                 D                          F#m/A     A9              
Lean on me,  when you’re not strong, and I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you car-  ry  on

D                      G                           D                            A9   D
For, it won’t be long till I’m gonna need somebody to lean on

                                                                                                                               
                    BREAKDOWN                                                                                                                                
N.C. (D)
You just call on me brother, when you need a hand

We all need somebody to lean on

I just might have a problem that you’ll understand

                                         A9    D
We all need somebody to lean on

D                G                          D                           F#m/A   A9  
If there is a load you have to bear that you can’t car -     ry

D                      G                              D                      A7  D
I’m right up the road, I’ll share your load, if you just call me

                              Em/D    D    (D)
FADEOUT - 13X:  Call      me, (if you need a friend)  

               Em/D  D
LAST X: Call     me

**Note: During the intro and throughout song, the piano will play the ascending 
and descending Em and F#m chords.  The guitar will simply play single-note 
“walk ups” from the D chord to the G chord, and will similarly play single-note 
“walk downs” when descending from the G chord to the D chord. 

Also: During the fadeout, the response lyrics in parentheses after each “Call me” 
can be freely varied/ad libbed. 


